introduCtion
Primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC) is an autoimmune hepatic disease characterized by chronic cholestasis that may gradually destruct the intrahepatic duct and cause portal venous inflammation and fibrosis.
This condition frequently occurs in middle-aged women, with a prevalence of 2.7 to 40 per 100,000 persons. 1) PBC is characterized by the presence of antimitochondrial antibodies (AMAs) and high immunoglobulin (Ig) M level in the blood.
2) It may remain asymptomatic for an extended period of time or develop rapidly in a short period of time.
IgM level can increase because of PBC. However, correlation between PBC and IgM antibody against hepatitis B core antigen (IgM anti-HBc antibody) has not been reported. Along with a literature review, we report a case of a PBC patient, who was initially suspected to be in the window period of hepatitis B in a local clinic because immunoserological test revealed isolated IgM anti-HBc antibodies (+).
CAse rePort
A 35-year-old Asian man was referred to Good Gang-An Hospital (Table 2) .
disCussion
The most useful index in diagnosing acute hepatitis B is IgM anti-HBc antibody, which increased for the first two to four weeks after the HBV infection and then began to decrease gradually. This antibody was de- 
